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India shows the way 
to peace 
STOPS CONTROVERSY AT U.N. 


From a Correspondent 


[NDIA was the world’s most talked about country last week. The attitude of her 
tpresentatives at the United Nations showed how strong the power of reason- 
SS cun be if it is expressed by a courageous nation. 


want a voice of reasonableness at the political 
conference. 

“The Americans believe that in any major 
war, India wilh be cither a neutral or an 
enemy. As a matter of fact, we (the Indians) 
do want to be neutral. We believe neither in 
a preventive war nor a preventive fear. Unlike 
the Americans, for instance, we are not alraid 
of Communism in Indo-China; we are more 
afraid of the war there. 

“What (India wants 1s peace and stability, 
and what it offers at the political conference 
is reasonableness,” 


PROTECTION AGAINST 


ATOMIC BLAST 


“COMMANDERS MAY 
RE AGREEABLY SURPRISES BY 
THE HiGH DEGREE OF PROTECTION 

AGAINST ATOMIC BLAST AFFORDED 
BY A MODICUM OF EARTH * 4 


In a nole on tho recent British oollitary 
oxercive * For'ard On," dealing with the taeti- 
cal use of atomle weapony the Military Cor- 
respondent of the Daily Telegraph wrote: “ Ia 
reference to protective measures, commanders 
may be agreeably surprised by ihe high degree 
of protection afforded agauinsi atomic blast by 
no modicuin of carth, 


“ Perhaps the mala value of the exercise will 


be to dispel the fenr of the unknown that now 
surrounds atomic warfare.” 


Freedom 


FOURPENCE (U.S, 5 cents) 


i 
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UN ASKED TO | 
INCLUDE 
CONSCIENTIOUS 
OBJECTION 
IN HUMAN RIGHTS 


MPMHE Council of the War Resisters’ 
~ Tnternational has asked the United 
Nations Commission on Human Rights to 
iclude the right of conscientious objec- 
tion in the Covenants now being drafted 
to give definition to the Universal Decla- 
ration of Human Rights, In a Ictler to 
members of the Human Rights Com- 
inission the WRI writes : 


WENA BRITTAIN | 


Under the Charter of the United Nations 
the protection of baman iights has for the 
first time become an international respon- 
sibility. “Phis marks an important step in 
human progress. ‘The Universal Dectiration 
of Human Rights tepresents a first atempt to 
sel forth in) comprehensive terms the rights 
which all human beings should enjoy. The 
definition of these rights in legally enforce- 
able form is at present occupying your atlen- 
tion; the termy of the Covenants at present 
being drafted by you are of the greatest im- 
portance for securing the rights of individual 
men and women throughout the world. 


A SERIOUS OMISSION 


In Article 18 of the Universal Declaration 
it ig stated: ‘ Everyone has the right of free- 
dom of thought, conscience aml religion.” 
Much will depend on the way this freedom 
is defined in the Covenant and we particularly 
urge that freedani of conscience shall be 
defined in such a way as lo inchide the right 
of conscientious objection to military and war 
Service, 

We are wware that this mailer fas already 
twice been brought to the noiiee of the 
Keonomje and Social Council, ouce by the 
Service Civil Joternational in’ December, 
1949, and again by the Friends’ World Com- 
mittee for Consuliation ia April, 1950, bat 
we ore disturhed to fiud no evidence of the 
recognaitlony of thia right in the Conyention 
on Sock and Political Righty a xa far 
drafted, 

It seems (o us that this is a very serions 
omission. Already V8 countries (at January, 
1953) with compulsory military service make 
legal provision for conscientious objectors, 
and there seems to us to be every reason for 
extending this right to conscientious objectors 
in all countries which enforce military. se- 
vice, In view of the fact that ane of the 
primary aims of the United Nations is the 
elimination of war, i seems only logical that 
Ho should give special encouragement and pra- 
tection ta those wha have already rejected 
war individually and who may otherwise be 
subject to persecution for their adherence to 
a declared aim of the United Nations. 

In including the protection of conscicntious 
objectars to military service in the Conven- 
ion on Human Rights, we would suggest that 
provision should be made for three degrees 
of exemption according to the nature of the 
objection of the individual cancerned, viz: 

(a) Exemption from conibatant service. 

(hb) Exemption from all) military service 
condliional upon the performance of 
some civil alternative; and 

(c) Absolute and uncondliiional exenptlon, 

This is in accordance with the practice of 
the countries having the most advanced tegim 
lation ino this raatier and would theretore 
seem to be the least that the United Nations 
should ask of its members. 


African Catholic Leaders denounce 
‘racial arrogance” 


N a 60-page pastoral letter signed by two 
archbishops, 13 bishops and two prefects 
apastolic, the Catholic Hierarchy of Tangan- 
yika has roundly denounced racial discriminn- 
tion as an offence against Gad, 


Entitled, “Africans and the Christian Way 
of Life,” i: is offered in the people ‘as a 
token of the deepest interest. which the 
Church is taking in the desire af the African 
people to co-operate in moulding their coun- 
try into a nation of free men.” 


Racial arrogance springs from a lack af 
human kindness and Christian charity, says 
the letier, and ia particularly harmful where 
members of different races live side by side. 

SHAMEFUL CRIME 

“One of the most shameful crimes any 
government can commit is to folerate a state 
of affairs whereby a few live in luxury along- 
side the many whom they exploit and con- 
denn to want, We shall pray and work with 
you to prevent Tanganyika falling vicgim to 
this social plague,” the Hierarchy promises. 

The letier states farther that the Catholic 
Church looks favourably upon the struggle 
of the African peaple tu achieve a greater 
share i the direction af their country. as 
also in the Church. 


“When the pastaral maffs are held by none 
but African hands," i declares, “here will 
be great joy in heaven,” 


TO STUDY AFRICAN QUESTION 


A MERIOAN interest in affairs in Alriea is 
growing rapidly, Purther evidence of 
this ia the sutting-up of a new orgameation, 
The American Committee on Africa, with the 
purpose of studying African questions and 
dissominating jaformation upon them, 
_ George M. Houser, af the American Fellow- 
sip of ReeoncHation, ia chairman and the 
Committee includes Roger No ialdwin, of the 
International League for the Right af Man, 
Rev, Donald Harrington, af New Vork Cove 
inuntty Church, A. J. Muste, of the AFaR, 
and other active in human relations work 
Dr. Homer A. Tack wha visited Africa in 
1952 haa been helping te organise the Can- 
miltee, ‘The Conmiiitee: has a progianme af 
educational and development projecty which 
it hopes to faunch, The organisation is ex. 
pecied to come inte betng after an American 
Conference on Africa later this year. The 


present address of the Commitice js 40 Bast 
‘Sth Street, New York 6, New York, 
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THE WEST GERMAN 
ELECTIONS 


by STUART MORRIS 

()N Sunday, Seplember 6, the peaple of 
Western Germany will go to the poll 
lo elect the new Bundestay, Phe elections 
may well help to decide the future af 
Gernany and, indeed, of Europe. Lt is 
obvious That the pronouncenents about 
Germany made by both the West aud 
the Bast in the past weeks have been in 

the nature of election propaganda. 
itis difficult to estamate what the result 
Will bu, beeaie nat only dave cerlain alters 
fons been made in the electoral few sinee 
the fist post-wae elections four years age, 
but the electorate las inereascd by between 
hree and four don ciazens whe have 
never voted before There ave the age gromp 
born between 1929-330 the prsoners of war 
wha have returned since 149, the ex-mein 
bers of the Naw Phaty whose citiven sights 
have been restored, id alse the refugess whe 


have been coming to Western Germany in 
Mcreasig numbers, 
THE METHOD OF ELECTIONS 
Ihe elections are not conducted an the 


British pattera, but ip a system whielk trey 
(a combine the method of a stugle vote wath 
proportional represeadition. ‘Tlie plan gives 
each electar two votes, One will be used to 
show tas preference for at purteular cand 
date, and ihe other to indicate the party al 
his chomee, Phe parallel would be Wa Breush 
cleelor had the chance of voting, say, for both 
Clement Atlee as the rnember for Waltham 
stow amb also tor the Labour Party as the 
party he wished to see in power. ‘The can 
didate wha pofls most votes will be electud 
for & partenlar constituency, bul any votes 
which he obtains over and above the aumber 
required to give tia a miagereny Will be tnt 
ferred to the total number of votes polled by 
his party. A PATLY Mua! SeoUre OFEr § per cent. 
of all the voles cast in Wester Germany for 
any of ats members to be chigible to take their 
seals if elected in any particular constitueniy, 
the new Bundestag with contam 484 menibars 
insivad af 402 as ai present, and the total 
vuniber of votes polled by each party, together 
with the number of excess votes. polled by 
winning candidates and credited to the party 
to which he belongs, will decite the propore 
onal number of seats ii the reserve hst 
which will De allocated ta euch party. “This 
scheme may well cuuye complications and may 
Mean that vw considerable purmber of voters 
will cither not take the trouble to poll, ar be 
unwilling to vole for one of the smatier par 
tics dest in eflect they lose thei Vvetes alto- 
gether. 


THE CONTENDING PARTIES 


Phe present Government of Western Cros 
many consiais af on coalition heiwesn ihe 
Chistian Democrats (headed by Dr, Adens 
aver) and the Pree Democratic Party, with 
a few osmailer allies, There i [ithe Ukelhood 
that any one party will gain an abaoluto 
majordy in the fertheooung electians, sa that 
the new Goverment will almost certaialy be 
% cualinen, Whether i will be a coalinan of 
the cight as at presout, ar of the flaft, remain 
lu he geen. 


Allogether 18 pares and groups have 
entered nominations, hut only wight are aeck. 
ing to pul np eandidytes in all the nine 
iandve at the Wevicay dierman Republie. ‘Phe 
major parhes contesime the elegion are the 
Christan democrats (CD), (he Pree Dem. 
cratic Party (FDP) and the Social Demiacrats 
(SPD) oma Herr Ollenhaugr, A new party 
has emo ged called the Al-German Peaple’s 
Parly, under the leadership al Un, Heinemann 
and Ura Wessel for the special purpase of 
challenging the ip a policy of inicgratian 
with the West. They are tighting the election 
oy the assay of 4 untied Germany indepeadgnt 
vt both America a@inl Biadia TH has recantly 
entered inte an alliance with unother. new 
party, the Union of Germans (led by catthan: 
collur Wirth), and the suspicion tbat this 
Wltee is a proCommiuniat organisation hus 
caused many. including Professor Woack, to 
withdraw their support and vate tan the 
Social Democrats. On the other hand, the 
ginal] Cenive pan’ winch commands substan. 
Hal support in the Roman Cathale hia 
land, has eatered into au allanee wih (he 
Chrisitan Democratic Union whieh world 
seen 1G inerense the chances af the CVU 
nod fo daiply that the Ceatre Party will feave 
the caitks of the oppasitinn, The Obrien 
Demecrain whe eal been losing gebend in 
Protestant North Gerniany, lew fem 
taaking big ecilurts ta regan support pad 
although subsanhally a Cathalic party, have 
been giving posta to Profesuints in the hope 
af winning iheip support. 


MEW HEPUGEE PARTY 


So far as the new Refugee Pariy is cope 
cerned, alitwugh i: as standing prods isantly 
ty accure the rights of the rehigees and nay 
therelore well conus a considerable eum 
bey of vate, i ois win a@peniy living feel 
gither wath the present Ciayernment op the 
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| Political blackmail 


Fouver there was a villain im the inter- 
natiomd drama, Syngman Rhee is well 
cast for the part under the main produces of 
the tragedy, the American State Department. 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 


There ts every reason to believe that if 
they had been willing to back f-yuh Woon- 
hycung tnstead of Rhee in the early days tie 
provisional People’s Republic which that 
Liberal Korean had established might well 
have resulted in a unified Korea under a 
Leftish though not Communist Government 
and have avoided the tragedy altogether. 


STAmford thill 2262 (three lines) 


4th September, 1953 


Trying to save UN 


\ THAT has been going on at- the 
United Nations General Assembly 
meeting to deal with the Korean situation 
has been an endeavour by the majority 
of the powers to bring UN back to ils 
functions as a world organisation. This 
has had to meet the insistence of the 
United States that it shall operate as a 
military alliance against Communism. 

Although the attitude of the United States 
raises concern and alarm among the majority 
of the representatives, by a process of inten- 
sive lobbying and bargaining, and helped by 
the need for a twoahirds majority by those 
seching the round-table method) rather than 
a mechanism for transferring the war from 
the battlefield fo the council-chamber, the 
United States bas had its way. 

‘The attempt to bring UN back to its true 
function as expressed in the preamble to the 
Charter-"* We, the peoples of the United 
Nations, determined to save — succeeding 
generations from ths scourge of war... and 

.. to practice tolerance and live together 
aa good neighbours "--will now have to be 
transterred to the General Assembly meeting 
to begin on September (5, 

In view of the parlous situation in’ which 
UN now finds itself it may be of value to 
fake a glance back at the way it functioned 
ut the beginning of the Korean war; but first 
let us look at the position of Kussia. 

The USA has insisted that if the USSR is 
to be present at the political conference it 
must be on the side of the “aggressor” 
nations, and, indeed must be there tollowing 
the expressed desire of these nations. It is 
at once obvious that this is a completely un- 
aulisfactory way to approach the subject. 1f 
Russia is to sit on that side if means that 
Russia is an aggressor, and it is evident that 
the USA would Jike to have that view 
accepted. Hut as an aggressor Russia has no 

lace in UN and should have been excluded, 
There has never been any suggestion that 
this should be done and it is therefore com- 
pletely anomalous to seck at this stage to 
attach this makeshift “ aggressor” Jabel. 

The UN Charter provides that such action 
as was taken in 1980 against North Korea 
shall be in the hands of the Security Council. 
The Security Council consists of cleven mem- 
bers of which five are permanent and six are 
elected for a term of two years, Decisions 
on action by the Security Council on any 
matters other than procedural must include 
the concurring votes of the five permanent 
members. The five permanent members are 
“the Republic af China, France, the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United 
Kingdom and the United States of America.” 

Now in $950 Russia held=-as did Britain 
and many other governments--that the repre 
sentatives siffing on the Security Council on 
behalf of the Republic of China were not its 
rue yepresentatives, As a protest, at that 
fime, Russia abstained from sending represen- 
tatives to the Security Council. ft must be 
noted here that Russia had not withdrawn 
fram the United Nations bat was still a mem- 
ber as if is today. [t was in these circum- 
afunces, and in the absence of Russia, that 
thase decisions were taken that led to the mili- 
tary intervention of the United Nations in 
the fighting in Korea. 

The nature of what was done then has 
always heen glossed over in the official state- 
ments of the Western Governments as also 
in those isaued by the UN Secretariat. The 
stipulation that in any action of this kind 
there muat be complete agreement among at 
Jeaat the five permanent members of the 
Security Council waa not something that crept 
into the Charter by inadvertence. It was a 
very considered and important provision. It 
was a recognition that in a world that was 
dominated by the tensions existing among the 
great Powers any decision for military action 
that did not have the agreement of all the 
great Powers would bring the danger of world 
war. Hence this poeaioety provision that was 
popularly referred ta as the veto. 

The decision (hat was taken by the Security 
Council in $950 as ta what was to be done 
in Korea was a swift decision, taken on the 
initiative of the USA, and it was only possible 
for it to be taken in the absence of the 
USSR. I was a smart and “clever” action 
but it was a rejection of the basis upon which 
it had been planned that the Security Council 
should work, Whatever may be held in regard 
1» the letter of the provisions of the UN 
Charter what was done in June, 1950, was a 
clear violation of their spirit and intention. 

In fact, we believe that in the strictly legal 
sense it was also a violation of the letter of 
the Charter. Thia provides that such deci- 
gions should be made by a vote “ inchiding 
the concurring vole of the permanent mem- 
bers" and it is quite evident that the con- 
curring vote of one of the menmibers—Russia 

-was pot given, 

We believe thai Uritish support should 
never have been given ta the American pro- 
posal io vialate the spirit and intention of the 
Chartier in thia respect. It seems to us that 
Mr. Selwyn Livyd and Sir Gladwyn Jebh have 
heon working hard during the Assembly meet- 
ing 19 bring the UN back to a recognition 
of the anly safe way in which it can function 
for the avoidance of world war, We hope 
they may have more success at the coming 
ordinary meeting of the Assembly, ; 


There is also good ground for saying that 
General Hodge, the then) American com- 
mander in South Korea, realised the danger 
of continuing to back Rhee and wanted to 
prevent Rhee’s return to Korea after his visit 
lo Washington in August, 1948. Hodge issued 
orders that no place was to be found for 
Rhee on any plane or ship under his com- 
mand, but the State Department returned him 
safely on a special plane. 


‘The fact that the US has always regarded 
Rhee as essential to its plans has put him 
in the position in which he could exercise 
nolitical blackmail, and like all blackmailers 
w has increased his price us the days have 
gone by. 


He has secured immunity for his unscrupulous 
political activities in South Korea; he has 
got away with his attempts to wreck the truce 
talks by the release of PoWs in South Korea ; 
he has secured a most dangerous military 
alliance with America; and now he is mak- 
ing every effort to wreck the chances of a 
successful peace conference. Not only is he 
making repeated assertions about reunifying 
Korea by force (which he first enunciated at 
Washington in 1948) but he is attempting to 
dictate the composition of the political con- 
ference and the length of time it should be 
allowed. 


Pot and kettle 


MPMIE part which India has already played 

in securing the Korean truce and the 
position which she inevitably holds in Asia 
give her the undoubted right to be a member 
of the peace conference, 


Britain and her supporters had a clear case 
in pressing for Indian participation since her 
presence might make all the difference 
between success and failure, 


Though there was a majority in favour of 
Indian participation in the political commit- 
tee and the Assembly, she is excluded because 
there was not the necessary two-thirds votes 
in favour of the resolution, and for this the 
USA must bear the main responsibility. 


We would have thought that the advantages 
of Indian participation would have been clear 
fo the State Department. It is obvious that 
they are acting under the dictation of Rhee. 
Was it a feeling of guilt that prompted Mr. 
Cabot Lodge to accuse Mr, UG valiaakt of 
uttering a veiled threat that the Communists 
would boycott the Conference? 


Mr, Vyshinsky did indeed give a warning 
that the resolution permitting all the 16 
nations with forces in Korea to attend the 
Conference, might endanger its success, but 
he was doing litle more than restate the point 
of view (also shared by Britain) that the 
chances of success were better at a “ round 
table conference” than one based upon the 
two contestants sitfing opposite each other as 
antagonists. ‘There was nothing in Mr. Vyshin- 
sky's specch so specific ag Rhee’s threat (that 
the South Koreans would not attend if India 
was it member. 


No time limit 


I RITAIN and Russia are right in belicving 

that the Korea Conference should not be 
based upon transferring the representatives of 
the two sides from the battlefield to the table 
but on getting together all concerned with 
securing peace in the Far East. 


¥ the serica of Fellowship of Reconcilia- 

tion conferences which {I have been 
attending during the past month [ have had 
occasion to comment on one of the basic in- 
sights of pacifism: that ane’s “enemy” is 
always in some significant measure oneself. 
The tension in him is my tension reflected 
back upon me, and so on. 


No problem ia ever solved, therefore, by 
destroying the enemy. What does that do to 
the focus of tension in oneself, except aggra- 
vate it? As someone once observed: what 
can be done to save the victor In a war--= 
he thinks he has just proved that violence 
pays! 

Hy the same token one can never> deal 
creatively with the delusion in the mind of 
another person or group, unless one first over- 
comes the delusion in himaelf, comes to his 
OWN senses, 

& 


Ihave been saying that in my opinion this 
approuch ta in iw very direct sense applicable 
10 the present conflict between Russia and 
Communism, on the one hand, and the United 
States and the West generally, on the other 
hand, Since the thme for the peace confer- 
ence following upon the Korean armistice is 
approaching, it occurred to me that it might 
he useful and timely to discuss the matter in 
this column, 


My suggestion is Ghat we needed to realise 
too how great an cktent it is the USA, the 
West, which is the aggressor, the irritant, in 
Ibis historical period, to how great an extent 
it ia our aggression which is making a coun- 


who have not actually participated in’ the 
fighting and especially India, 

‘though the composition of the Conference 
his peen settled we must be on our guard 
against blackmail at the Conference itself. 

The representatives must not meet under 
the restuichons of any preliminary decisions 
or the threat of a time limit. 

Once Rhee believes that America will join 
him in a walk-out at the end of 90° days 
and support him tn his aim of unifying Korea 
by a resumption of the fighting, he will have 
every encouragement to create delays and 
ensure thal no result is reached within the 
time limit. Chat would virtually mean the 
start of World War by the New Year. 


Conference aims 


Fis time that the Americans gave up trying 
to have it both ways. 


If they insist that free and seeret elections 
throughout Germany are an essential pre- 
requisite for unification, the same is true in 
Korea. 


For Rhee to be allowed to assume that he 
is to be President of a reanited Korea through 
the absorption of North Korea and that the 
all-Korean Government will be the present 
government of South Korea plus additional 
members from the North is as’ dangerous as 
to assume that the reunification of Crermany 
can be achieved by the absorption of West 
Germany by East or vice versa. 


There must be no suggestion that the exist- 
ing government in either North or South 
Korea will be allowed to claim control over 
the whole country. 


The arbitrary adoption of the 38th parallel 
for purely military reasons so split Korea 
that we have grown accustomed to thinking 
about North and South Korea as though they 
were different political and racial units, and 
inevitable enemies. There are no North or 
South Koreans in reality, but only Koreans, 
and it is for the Koreans to decide what 
government they desire, 


To enable them to do this, to leave them 
free to follow their own destiny, and to do 
everything possible to repair the damage done 
to their unhappy country must be the main 
purpose of the peace conference. 


The Koreans have already paid the price 
of our fears and been sacrificed for what both 
the Eastern and Western powers have regarded 
as necessary for their own defence. 


They must now be set free and allowed to 
achieve not only unity but independence. 


From four Glorious 
Gloucesters 


YOUR members of the Gloucester Regi- 

ment who fought in Korea—a corporal 
and three privates—have written to the 
Gloucester Labour News for August. In the 
course of their letter they say: 


“We fought in Korea under a cloak. of 
ignorance thinking that we were fighting a 
direct menace to our homeland, Britain. We, 
like many others, fought against people with 
whom we had no quarrel... . 


“Our record in Korea is not so glorious, 
for what we did we did without thinking. 
We killed, wounded and maimed ordinary 
working people of another country and in the 
process many of our friends died. For 


Hence the importance of bringing in those what?” Communists it goes, of course, without sl 
THE AGGRESSION OF THE WEST 


ter-atlack upon us, as it were. Of course the 
idva that ‘it is Americans who are the 
aggressors today is one which occurs to few, 
if any Americans, and which it is, in our 
slang phrase, very “hard to take.” Let me, 
then, illustrate what I have in mind when I 
bring this indictment, 


In the first place, as Arnold Toynbee has 
pointed out in his “The World Against the 
West,” the dominant development since about 
1500 AD and until very recently was the push- 
ing out of Western Europeans and later North 
Americans info most of the earth. They 
migrated, and settled where they pleased. 
They established direct political and military 
or somewhat Jessa obvious economic control. 


LETTER FROM U.S.A. 
By A. J. Muste 
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They showed no scruples as to the means em- 
ployed im removing obstacles, Vhey preached 
and practised the doctrine of while supremacy 
and of the cultural as well as biological in- 
feriorily of other peoples, 


World War | gave warning that this period 
was coming to an end. The warning went 
unheeded. World War I catablished nothing 
more delinitely than that this vast movement 
of Western peoples out upon the world had 
come fo an end. There are pot a few signs 
that a counter-movement has set in, as has 
happened in other eras. Vf so, is this not a 
case of our “aggression,” the “enemy” we 
have begotten, rising before us on the road 
and raising the sword which we have forged 


The forces of charity 


FANE terrible disaster which struck Fe 
lonian -Islands, rendering 100,000 ie 
honieless, evoked an immediate response a 
Red Cross Societies in many parts of 
world, ee | 
The League of Red Cross Societe 
Geneva reports thal, up to August Fe 
national societies fad announced Aa: 
money or supplies to help relief work 1" 
earthquake area, aks 
Among the contributors are Poland ui 
contribution of over £4,000 and ‘Turkey Wie: 
not long ago, a similar disaster ocuurred Wy 
a similar response, & 
As happened at the time of the North 
floods Italy is a big contributor. Her é 
valued at more than £12,000 were takell 
Cephalonia by an [altan destroyer an 
of the Ttahian Air Porce. a 
fhese are not the only instances of f 
lary transport being used on errands © “af 
the US Air Force lent nine “ flying boxe 
io transport from Geneva to Athens @) 
of 20,000) blankets, approximately hall 
which had been presented by the Ames 
Red Cross, 4 
More recently US planes have taken # 
American Red Cross folding cols from 
German Federal Republic. os 
The League of Red Cross and Red Cree, 
Societies of the USSR has placed the sume 
250,000 roubles at the disposal of the & 
tive committee of the Greek Red Cross. 
This is the third time during 1953 tn 
major disaster has) provoked an immerr 
and imaginative response, and it is an! 
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cation of hope for the future, if the | oh 

of the world prove capable of refraining ‘e ROVernm 
the general suicide pact of atomic wah! Nlstance « 
the mobilisation of the forces of chart, Work 


: , th  eatil 
quite as rapid and efficient as the nobilis! 
of armies for war, 


Liberalism fading out 


V B have urged in Peace News that © 
greater part of sociological thinking 
the world today is completely va ey 
because while the fact of preparation 10! oy 
is accepted every aspiration towards 
arrangements which will respect mans fy 
sonality and provide the conditions (ot ly 
vidual development has to be subardinal og 
the kind of organisation dictated by the 
effective way lo prepare for war. ve 

ft is only when the fear of war is outlay 
or defied that it is possible to aim at & %% 
structure which will fit man, rather (hao ® 
man fit the social structure. nfl 

This was shown very clearly at the ib id 
International Congress held at Mondoll 
Bains recently. Here one did not meet Ve 
discussion of the moral values implied My 
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~ Centre 
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le Cont 


word liberalism, and the means to thell lan 
isation, Qne had a series of discussions “gf Meo, frie 
could just as easily have taken place © 9) oe 
international meeting of Conservatives ip Eun 
the Socialist International: for it is 4g) y= 
fact that on the majar issues that col) OPER 
mankind in the West today there is 9 : 
ference to be found among all the mail My Nstry « 
(ical groups. There may bo difference” Tn Bri 
tactical or strategical approach to: the a fj atts 
situation, but that is all. te ae tm 
M. Motz, the Belgian Senator, whe Pe Mange 8h 
sided, fairly expressed the whole trend 0 ag) yp! 
conference when he spoke of the imal a note 
economic advantags enjoyed by both Pt “yy | 
and the United States because of the gt Made ay 
mense home markets and went on 1? ad Mhouph 
that a uniticd Western Europe could oxi the co 


giant strides in industrialisation, ‘The 
ence of the Tron Curtain called for the og 
mic and military integration of Wel 4% 
Europe without delay. ' 

it will be scen here how the questial ¢ . 
military power dominates the situation. bit 
is here no consideration of the kind “a 
tion with which it might be expected : 
liberals would be concerned, eg. they 
gressive subordination of human persone 
to centralised power. What would be thet, 
These things have no place. Conceptiow ‘ 
power politics dominate everything + 8™ 
we have remarked, this does not appl? ji ih 
to Liberals ; it is to be seen in the discus | 
of Conservatives and Labour also, AS [hig © 


morated 4 
Mtributic 


tgainst us? ie 

People sometimes argue that whatevet we 
bolical means may be necessary must Be 
to keep Asians and Africans, under Com 
ist leadership, from overrunning Europe pai Mter 

a ee ; , Hi + 

America, | think it is not impossible nl Mth 
some such epechal counter-movement ®o gf 
occur and if seems to me that few thine 
clearer in history than that nanons,* 


eet 
know of no means except force and vial elt mir Ree 
for dealing with such a counter-chaleey @ ou we 
verlain to go under. This may be a maltr for 
be a statement of a “law” of history: i ke a f 
Y anniv 
& inning 
Americans frequently suggest (hal (thy, &xisten 
the British, Frencli and Dutch who wee’ ie thers 


practitioners of Western imperialiaw) | 


than the Americans. [ make this rep’ may 
ira) 

One cannot expect the upsurging © jj08 Al th 

masses to make foo fine discrimi e 93, bi 

among Western peoples, especially WHF. tf ® able 


USA is so obviously engaged in serif fy, eure { 
its own form of imperialism in, many iy ; 


of the world. From our viewpoint ane nt ib 
an expansionist power and the queml®) oh ive cere), 
she is to he stopped seems jmeviablé gt [il 4 aint 


urgent, Hut from the other side of ME” ne 
what does the USA look like? TO eg i Mbty yin 
two centuries ago a handful of colo” jel | 

the Atlantic seaboard; pushing relent 
across the Continent, nearty exienmie4 aie 
Indians and taking in a huge slice ef we 
later svizing the Panama Canal Zon®! ge 
Alaska, Hawaii, the Philippines, pust® p 
Okinawa, air and naval bagel a 


avel, eal 
planet. As one of our wits observ ‘ail 


isolationists, these Americans do vet! 
around! " 
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CONFERENCE ON 
REGIONAL PLANNING 


F Sufficient help were: to be provided by 
Svernments to finance the UN ‘Pechnical 

Stance ata rate comensurate with the need 

tlle would still be held up owing to the 
age of appropriately trained people. 


There is no central library where the 


ism fading out |. 

‘ hat | Wedge acquired to date on problems and 

vd in’ Peace News tha of chi) ‘ ‘ 
rt of sociological inking wi Ques relating to the means necessary to 

i ct 5 . 

ly is completely value "assistance fo the under-developed 
2 fact of preparation fol | Mties, ‘Phere is not even a bulletin through 
Ith those concerned can maintain contact. 
Centre needed 
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n very clearly at the rd 
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flere one did not moet Ny 
moral values implied. 
and the means to thell (3 


fy here is no research organisavion responsible 

hy vestigations generally m_ this field, and 
ntre for appropriate training of tech- 
MMs for the wark. 

hese are some of the questions that are 

_ discussed at a conference on Regional 

u wee that has been arranged to tithe place 

Sy" linperial Institute, Exhibition Road, 
"4, on September 26, at 945 aan. 
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West today there is 19 44 

nd among all the maint 

Lie pee i Pir British Ministry of Supply has released 
bakie-all of fy film dealing with the explosion of the 
Belgian Senator, whe i iy titish atomic bomb in the Monte Hello 
essed the whole trend of 1 : 

he spoke of the imap 
ws enjoyed by both 
States because of thell gy 
rkets and went on 1 ie 
Yegtern Europe could 
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Anote aboul the film the ‘Times says: 
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“Tt is also disctosed that the bomb was 

ie oné Tlalsiead, near Sevenoaks, Rent, 
‘ough few of the people shawn working 

{ Mthe component paris knew ¢he fuaction ol 


industrialisation, ‘The TN Dicces that were produced there.” : 
Curtain called for he he film has been made for public 
y integration of We Ibition, 
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COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS 


HyyROM TIME TO TIME HQ 
) HE’ Fund receives a thank- 
offering to commemorate an 
anniversary or a good holiday 
or some other happy event. 
Those who enjoyed the Holli- 
day Conference at Abergele 


i 


to be seen i > disc | | 
foal ptt ave a iv} contributed £7 10s. for this 
2 Nef y purpose. Another member 


os, of course, without 8* 


eomuscomeummemnmmncensaee 


EST 


es argue that whatevel 
y be necessary must, be 
d Africans, under Com, 
m overrunning Bure 
it is not mnpassibl’ 
al. countor-movement 


also sent a “happy holiday 
en gife,’ while yet another com- 
i_oated the 93rd birthday of her mother by 
Vibution to HQ Fund. 


.'8 always a useful antidote to bad weather 
eh news ta remember the times when the 
weet, {Ses shine and the happy occasions which 
iit ‘O easily taken for granted, for blessings 
My cOUne if we count them, In any case ic is 
"T to count the blessings which we have 
tan the chickens which are not yet hatched 
Ihgcugh ! am often tempted to count the 
asiMts which ! feel sure you are going to 
“In, because we need them so badly. 


such a counter-chafB®, O]k You would count your blessings it would 
der. This may be 8° of Mer for me to count my chickens! May 
a “law” of history: ‘ke a few suggestions—a good holiday, a 
& "Y anniversary. the truce in Korea, even 
if U ‘n, “inning of the ashes; and why not the 
jucnily suggest that Pm the existence of the PPU? What other anti- 
li and Dutch who wer’ ine Mop 'S there to Hydrogen Bombs, boasts about 
Western imperialian _ 1, ‘ts, and precarious peace moves? 
as. T make this ren fh 04 may not be able to ensure that the sun 
wel the upsurging 


mia wi all the time or even that you wilt live 
lita ihe ee 93 
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y than that nations oe 
is except force and VO" ae 
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foo fine diserimt” rity, ?3: bur you can pelp to ensure thar the 
pope. especially whey t 4," able to live on and expand its atcempes 
usly engaged in sett al By. (Sure for all men the blessings of true 


imperialism in be A bey 
rm our viewpoint fo MEIN! we make this "Blessings Week”? It 
Pho means jauvitalle fie ih Certainly be a great blessing to us if you 
ie peer iar wigs iy send a special gift to HQ Fund and 
ISA took ike? (Dagan fount, them ane by one—and) sen8 
S: Cf a with our gratitude. 
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a 4 al Zanes Wat fee I os ft D 3 

ra elitighnee ae 0 Rp hy, tous since Jan. f: £427. 

| naval bases. oe fy "ieny to the Peace edge Union 
f our wits observes aly b. ite,” be sent marked Le ae 
Americaus do cot te the PPU Treasurer at Dit 


Pour House, 6 Endsleigh Sr. WUC. 


Problems of Technical Assistance 
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DBisie 
bdneation 

is one way of 
developing 
local and 
persoual 
resources, 
Here isa 
chiss in 
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CELEBRATIONS AT 


KINGSLEY HALL 


PROGRAATDME of eclebrations extending 

throuph September ts being anudaged at 
Kingsley Hall, Dagenham, London, to mark 
the twenty-fast year of service of Sydney J, 
Russell, warden of the Hall, 

The first Kingsley Tall was founded, by 
Muriel Lester of the international Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, at How in the Bast End of 
London, It catered for the recreational, edu- 
cationab and) spiritual needs of the focal 
people, most of whom were living in depressed 
condinons Howas here that | Mohandas 
Gandhi tived while attending the Round- 
Fable Conterence on India in 1931, 


Kingsley Hall, Dagenham, was founded aiub- 
sequently wher ntnbers of people from the 
Bow area moved to the developing suburb of 
Dapenham and took with them) therm love of 
Kingsley Hall. 

Parhes, dancing and Pellawship Services are 
to be inchided ta the programme of festivities. 
Dame Sybil Phorndike and Str Lewis Casson 
are to be among the guests. 


A 


VERA 
BRITTAIN 


QLY BIL MORRISON took the chair at the 
‘thursday night discussion, when the con- 
ference bad the opportunity of hearing Vera 
Hittin give a suitidkuing tik based upon 
same oof the chapters of her forthcoming 
book “hads inte Woman The book was 
a serious history of women during the past 
SO years and showed that the whole struggle 
fov their emancipation was part of a revolu- 
Hon agaist Violence expressed in various 
forms of discrimination, 


Vera Urittain discussed how far it was the 
put which women played in the first war 
Which secured for them the vate. She pointed 
aut that although wir taight in’ some sense 
give Women opportunities which they bil nat 
had in peace Gime, the belief that the greater 
progress of women was due to war was an 
Hlusion, War might accelerate progressive 
tendencies, but could not initiate them. 


WOMEN IN PUBLIC LIFE 


A world-wide view made clear that the 
recogatiion of the political mehts of women 
cqime tirst in States which had least to do with 
war, and aideed went back to 1869. Ub was 
liccessiary, (ao, fo recognise the special damage 
which war and war preparation did to women, 
as Ht deprived the social services of {he money 
Aeeded, prevented the building of houses and 
the modernising of homes, and returded equal 
pay. The imere total war became, the more 
it destroyed family Hfe. while atomic weapons 
endangered even unborn children. Vera Brit 
tain eniphasised the fact that women had not 
yet taken their full piace beside men in poli- 
tics, and atteibuted thar fact partly to their 
own dilidence and inertia, which were rooted 
In da old inferiority complex, 


Such apathy also made for the acquiescence 
af women in war in spite af the fact that war 
Violited the deep Fave) instincts of 
women, She supgessed that it was part of the 
task of the peace movernent ta help to. make 
women iMmore jmelligent in political mutters 
and more willing ta tke an active part in 
poiltics. the value of the part played by 
women as a reconciling factar in tamily life 
suggested that they had a similar part to play 
in international relationships and public life 
generally by bringing ina spirit of gentleness 
and consinictive reconciliation. 

the eau women's mevement had been 
wrong in taking man’s standards as their yard- 
stick, It was not a question af women allempt- 


HUGH: plan for the revival of Baddhisen 

and the counteraction of (endenvies to 
Violence anit intolerance is berag Wwarked out 
ia) Bottna. ta Ovtober, St. the Burnese 
Vome Mirister taved) the following resolia- 
fion in his Parliament “That not bemy satis. 
fied with the dieaseres asacdby undertaken 
tutherto by the peaples aod poveruientts of 


A 


.*% 


the world for the sohitien ob the prablenss 
confronting mankind by promoting the 
ipaterial well borg of foam in his present 


existeiee in the form ot ameboratiig lis liv: 
ine conditions and stundard at lite, and alsa 
berg fully aware of the tact that sueh 
Ineasures would result only in a partial solu- 
don ol the problems. this Varhament dechires 
vis liven belied that if is neeessary to devise 
and dnderGike such measures foo the spiritual 
and moral wellbeing of nian as would remove 
hese problems and help man overcome Greed 
Hhobhid. dhatred (Dosay and Delision (Mota) 
Shieh are at the root af all the violemed, 


destruction aad) conflagration consuming the | 


work” 


WORLD PEACE PAGODA 


This resolution was passed unanimously. 
Following upon ot, the Government of the 
Union of Borma is ta provide a hie sam 
Tor the purpose of making preparations for 
(he Chattha Sangayana or Sixth Cireat Councd 
of Buddhism. This Counsil will aneet iu 
Huma in May, 1954, and wilh sit aati May, 
1986. During that time problems of phile- 
sophy and organisation will be discussed, ft 
is hoped that the Council will be able to make 
a substantial contribution towards an improve: 
Thent an mteraational aud human relationships, 


His miceting will be the Sixth Cireat Coun- 
cit since the demise of the Buddha. the lust 
one was field at) Mandalay oa 2874. fb as 
anticipated that this Sangayana will be the 


LIBERTY WEEK 


Those American weeks such as apple week, 
eat week, ¢tescare supposed to stimulate 
Hiterest in the publicised subjects (hrouphout 
the rest of the year. 


That doesn't seem ta be the case in Louis- 
Ville, Kentucky, where a play depicting 
Abraham Lincoln's efforts for Negra. slaves 
was presented in a park from which coloured 
people are usually banned. ‘There the ban was 
fitted for a week sa Negrocs might see the 
performance, after which they were once more 
segregated, so they could ponder, quietly 
Lincoln's achievement in winning them their 
freedom, 


P| 
When some people say a week, brother, they 
mean a week, 


World Buddhists Plan 


SIXTH GREAT COUNCIL IN 2,400 YEARS 


ee a pte ye yee 
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Revival 


lanyvest ever comvengd aud wall taclude picts 
cipant. frame every country in the workd, 


Over HO acres of pardon fand situated 
about f¥o0 fules trom Rangeon is burg 
acquired for erecting the quarters,  hadbs, 


Tbeary amd over buttdings for the Couged. 
Cone piece af the Buddhist town will be the 
World Peace Pagoda wheres sacred relies were 
cently cooherted ia ceremody perormned 
by Pronuer Netia ot india ‘These rehes were 
recosered frog Hratain where they dial been 
hept tor almost ic hindred yours in the Vie 
torn add Albert: Mascum, Pondon, 


| WORLD BRIEFS 


ENGLAND: bteufeaiat Commander Straan 
Davidson whe was expelled fran kenya 
cuditer this year lopether with an Ateican, 
Convention of the Counedh ol barope should 
make bis cose and Yatina’s one of the first that 
they mivestigate, 


NORCPHEDON ROAR ESEA The African 
population of Norther Rhodesia i estimated 
at 1,700,000 > the Earopean co 43000. There 
are at least 2,000) cases of blindness among 
Africans The onitaber oof cases anione 
buropeans is three. 


SCOTLAND: Mr Fmrys Woghes, pacifist 
Member of Parliament and Peare News can: 
fributor is to stand as peace candidate gi the 
election for Rectar of Glasgow University, 


ULS.ALSs OA new orgaimisation, " Neuraites 
Anonymous ” has been furmied ta help persons 
sallerii fram mental and nervous arments. 
Phere are reckoned to be nine million wel ria 
the US 


The US jal populauion at the end of 1952 
was 107,374, that is ane ina thousand, 


San Francisco Pacifists 
hold lunch-hour meetings 


The San Francisca branch of the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation has developed @ means of 
keeping busy city pacilists together and alsa 
introducing other people to the pacifist angle 
an affairs. 


Every Wednesday noon ata city restaurant 
nohincheon meeting is held. Untitled “ Peace: 
workers) Review,” the prograrame — inchides 
news conmuentinies, book reviews, peace coo- 
ference reports and talks by local perronalities 
An invitation is extended te" everybody 
inierestedd an resources af nore 


Vera Brittain speaks to the Peace Pledge Union summer conference 
This is the conclusion of a report on the summer holiday conference of the Peace 


Pledge Union held this year at Abergele. It is by STUART MORRIS. 


ing (a be the men, but of their having an pledge ta renounce war, was extremely vala- 


equal opportunity to make their ewn contri: 


able and emphasised the fundamental cade 


bution without sex discrimination. Sex anta- ception of the PEU as a Cclowship rather 


gonism was aut of date. As it became clearly 
recognised that men aad women had difercat 
Hinctions but that each had a vital contribur 


thag an organisation, 


Whe Development Conmiutteo will he can: 


tion tu sake to the common good, they would sidering future plang at their next moectiag a 


reach a new synthesis as a result of which 
discrimination and antagonismy would dis 
Uppear, and a new type of woman and man 
emerge, 


THE CHILDREN’S TURN 


When the children realised that tho grown- 
aps were having a meeting cach evening, they 
refused to be left aut and insiated oa nae 
a meeting of they awn. Cannie Jones too 
charge, though po one else over 17 was 
admitted. After a shart talk by Counie Jones 
and a general discussion, one of the boys 
moved “ That parents should not give their 
chiklren war foys,"’ bul as everyone clse pre- 
sent seemed ta be in agreement with him, he 
asked leave to withdraw his motion! 


Phe children alee contributed (he first part 
of the sing-song en the Friday evening and 
entertained the others with piano solos, songs, 
dances and card tricks, During the second 
part the whole gathering thoroughly enjoyed 
some tine singing, sula and quartet, mona 
lognes and an exhibition ef magic, while all 
joined heartily ia the community singing and 
in “Ok Lang Syne” which evachided ths 
proceedings. 


EVALUATION SESSION 


During the evening there Was ou shart 
“ovalualioy seasion’’ which gave averyons 
the oppartinity of making suggestions for 
fulure vonferences, There was general agree 
ment thal the experiment had proved a great 
success and that a guthering which combined 
the opportunity for a family holiday, shared 
wilh other pucifisis, with the chance of a 
limited nurmber of disenssians, met with the 
wishes of all those present. There was agree: 
ment that the children of pacifists fecl the 
need of the friendship and anpport of a aym- 
pathetic community, heeause they offen felt 
in @ Minerity at. school or amongst their 
friends at home. ty waa also agreed that the 
opportunity for pacifist: bath ta get to Know 
one snather Hee io discusa the very many 
points of diversity within the unity af the 


deplember, after which some advance indi 
cation will be given of suggestions for eat 
year, 


NIOPiMoMi toy | 
fou Wales | 


Send for 
“Welsh Natta,” 44d. a nana? 
dg, Od. a year, 
‘S sake Cymru and ice Message, 
Nad. ‘ 
* Historical Basis of Welsh Nat- 
jonatisnn.” 7a. Gd pantaye tel. 
“Whatois Welsh Nationalism? ” 
by UW. of Raulwards, 7h 
And Diet of Pualilicatiana, 
PLAIN CYMAU (Welsh Party) OFFICES 
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Leads the trade puian movement in the 
intelligent assesment of paiduatrial 
mut political probleme 
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is there a betéer alternative 


do nom-vViolent resistance 
on Atries ? 


BY THE 


PN recent issues of the Priend and Recon- 

cikiation, Jolin Pletcher has cited com- 
ments from such different quarters as the Agi 
Khan, a tLabour peer and a Conservative MP 
in condemnation of sympathy shown to the 
efforts of the native population of South 
Africa to give expression to the sense of in- 
justice and hunmubation under which they live 
by means of non-violent resistance to Toposed 
Jaws that they regard as objectionable. 


John Fletcher does not discuss — these 
criticising but offers them as requiring the 
serious consideration of pacifists. ‘his is quite 
true, but there are certain consequences of the 
criticisms that equally call for the serious 
consideration of those whe make them so that 
they may olfer some (eae guidance to those 
whose actions they deprecate, 


Opinions on resisdance 


Vhe Aga Khan says " Vhere will be a heavy 
responsibility on those misguided people who, 
forgetting the absence of the experience of 
religious quictisni, Urge passive resistance in 
Africa.” : 


Lord Jowitt has satd House of Lords, 
6/7/1953) “Evevn in highly civilised com- 
THUNTies passive resistance may easily degene- 
rate into active resistance, Et is a dangerous 
course to advocate.” 


Mr. ©. 3. Alport, MP for Colchester) has 
suid Spectator, 19/6/1953) “ Passive resistance 
cannot be reconciled with the teachings of 
Christ. Michael Scotv’s campaign of passive 
resistance haus worsened and pravely under- 
mined the confidence of Africans in govern- 
ment administration, Scou’s’ policy is playing 
info the hands of those who stand for intole- 
nance and race hatred.” 


We do not feel inclined to treat the com. 
ments of the Aga Khan on this subject as 
calling for deep consideration; but with Lord 
Jowitt and Mr. Alpart the case js different, 
Lord lowitt is a distinguished member of the 
Labour Party, a political organisation that 
holds to cerfain democratic conceptions as 
essentials, While Mr. Alport is associated with 
Racial Unity, a body that exists for the 
improvement of race relationships. 


Agreement and disagreeamend 


Both Lord Jowitt and Me. Alport take the 
same view as the pacifist on the undesirability 
af the South African natives resorting fo 
violent action to remove conditions they 
regard as oppressive and humiliating. fis 
highly probable that neither of these gendemen 
would agree with the pacilist that it is also 
undesirable that (he natives of, say, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Hlongary, or even Rassia (should the 
Russians make up their minds that a desirable 
form of society can only be built on a basis of 
democratic freedom) should resart to violence 
in order to pul an cnd to oppression. Here 
they disagree with the pacifist, but they agree 
with the pacifist thar the African in Sauth 
Africa should not resort to violenee. 

Where the pacifist parts company with Lord 
Jowith and Ma, Alport is that he will hold that 
it is notonly undesirable for the black to resort 
fo Violence ; but that iW is equally undesirable 
that the white should do so. The conditions 
that the black believes have the eflect of keep- 
ing hunt in a position where he can be ex- 
ploited for material advantage of the white 
mao, marked as a4 creature apart lo be treated 
as an inferior being, and subjected to a whole 
series of humiliations that the white holds to 
be necessary for his own mental comfort—it 
is clear that’ these conditions have been 
imposed and are being maintained by violence, 


What can Africans do? 


Now what do Lond Jowitt and Mr. Alport 
think that the natives in South Africa should 
do about this?) They know that these peaple 
have no constitulional remedy by means of 
which they can deat with the conditions they 
hold keep them under oppression. They are no 
more able ta vote out Dr. Malan and his Party, 
or to dechire by teir votes that they desire the 
removal of the things they hold in detestation 
than the Fast Germans are able to vote out 
Herr Grotewohleeven less so, Phe Yast 
Germans were at least able to have their 
June 17, but we think it is clear that Lord 
Jowitt and Mr. Alport would deprecate any 
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EDITOR 


action of 
people. 

Whatever may be the position regarding the 
Aga Whan, Lord Jowith and Mr. Alport are 
democrats--and Lord Jowitt is a Social 
Democrat. Both these gentlemen must hold the 
view that ic is unmanly and immoral for a 
great body of people to remain absolutely 
quiescent under a great sense of wrong, when 
they are deliberately denied any constitutional 
means of righting that wrong. ‘The pacifist is 
clear from his own standpoint what such a 
people should do. Wis the pacifist case that 
a oman has a duty te pit bis unarmed will 
against flagrant injustice as also against 
attempts to compel him to do what he believes 
to be morally wrong. 


this sort coming from the Bantu 


Potentialities for good 


He describes this attitude as one of non- 
violent resistance to evil. Lord Jowitt and Mr. 
Alport are concerned as to where such an 
attitude, pursued by African natives, nay fead, 
and their concern ts clearly not without some 
justification; although we believe that. the 
non-violent campaign as it has been carried out 
up to the present hag potentialities for good 
beyond the realisation of its objectives. What 
is missing from the comments of Lord Jowut 
and Mr. Alport is any indication of what in 
their view the South Africans should do. 


It is obvious that with their respective back- 
grounds neither of these gentlemen can believe 
that the right thing for people to do who are 
deprived of any constitutional means of 
righting what they hold to be a preat wrong 
is to sit’ passively acquiescent under the per- 
petuation of that wrong, 


They must therefore have in mind a different 
course of action that they believe the native 
South Africans may follow. We shall be glad 
to give space to either or both of them if they 
care lo explain it in our columns. 


RESISTERS LEAVING Gaol 
What else could one do? 


A HAROLD WILSON 
* PAMPHLET 


“TWO OUT OF THREE” by Harald Wilson 
(N.P.C. pamphlet, 6d.). 


Pps pamphlet gives in concise form those 
essential facts on which a programme for 
War on Want must be based, 


The Author considers aid to the under- 
developed countries (1) a8 a more effective 
means of fighting communism (2) as an 
alternative outlet for (ndustries now concen- 
trating on arms production, and (3) as an 
end for its own sake in a world where two 
thirds of mankind five in squalor, hunger, 
disease, starvation, illiteracy and premature 
death. Ife exposes the inadequacy of the work 
already undertaken, indicates the measures 
necessary for a vigorous attack on world 
poverty, and sums up the present position thus: 

“The decision of the General Assembly a 
year ago was to create a development fund of 
$00 million dollars in all--compared with a 
minimum requirement of 20 times as much 
every year.” 

What is required, he contends, ig the 
establishment of an International Development 
Authority entrusted with the powers and 
finance necessary for its task, and he lists the 
initial steps which should be taken immediately 
to bring such an authority into being, and so 
achieve “fuller life im the material and 
spiritual sense for the whole of mankind.” 


World Peace Day in New York 

Sixteen people paraded in the streets of New 
York on August 4, the atiniversary of the 
atom-hombing of Hiroshima, to carty peace 
posters and give oul free copies of Peace News. 

lou very short time all the papers had been 
tuken by passers-by. The posters reminded 
New Yorkers of Eliroshima and urged an end 
to all wars. 


The Rich and the Poor 


LESLIE HALE M.P. 


JN 1950-5) the Labour Government had to 

make two important decisions: What was 
the amount which the average British family 
could bear annually for the next three years 
as its contibution to armaments, and what it 
ought to pay each year to the United Nations 
titernational Children’s Emergency fund, 
which was initiated on the termination of 
UNRRA, first to fight) poverty and disease 
amongst the children of countries “the vic- 
ams of aperession’’ and later “for ehild 
health purposes generally.” The figures were 
finally fixed at £425 and 4d. respectively. 
Britain's per capita contribution to the child- 
ren was less than half that of Vhailand. 


Of course Britain bad her own Colonial 
funds where much good work was also being 
done at heavy cost. It is however an interest- 
ing speculation as to what Britain’s’ position 
nught bave been had she maintained her 
armaments at about £65 per family and spent 
as much on fighting poverty everywhere. 

Harold Wilson's new book* is a most not- 
able contribution {o the growing Jiteraturc 
on the subject of poverty and its curse, a 
subject of importance to all Socialists and 
to all Christians. It is no coincidence that 
I hear Harold Wilson say at Westminster much 
the same thing as | hear Donald Soper preach- 
ing at the Kingsway Hall. 


ROMANCE 


This book should be a text-book for day and 
Sunday schools. It shows that there is more 
genuine romance in sticking a hypodermic 
needle in a sufferer’s arm than there ever was 
in sticking a lance in a knightly gizzard or a 
bayonet in a fellow-worker’s guts. ‘he few 
statistical tables admirably illustrate the basic 
problems. ‘Phe propion of illiteracy in the 
Par East is well known. Many people may be 
surprised to know that in 1944 Mauritius, a 
British possession, had over 72 per cent., that 
many South American countries had over 50 
per cent, that Spain had in 1940 1 in 4 
illiterates and that in 1930 the US had over 
four million. 


In Burma in 1930 the infantile mortality 
rate Was over Fin 5, and the death rate was 
23 per 1,000. [n India in the 1920s a man’s 
average life was 27 years. In New Zealand 
infantile mortality was f{ in 32, the death rate 
91 per 1,000 and a man’s average span was 
65 years. ‘the tables show how closely these 
figures are related to income per head, which 
varies from 25 dollars a year in Indonesia to 
1,453 dollars in the United States. 


Vhe book is, however, wisely, more full of 
interesting and stimulating factual informa- 
von than of figures. Many of us have spoken 
of the ‘Tennessee Valley Authority as a model 
of Socialist planning for a vast depressed area. 
(ithe book refers to recent works on this sub- 
ject but not to Juhan Huxley's “TVA” which 
{ recommend (to anyone who can get hold 
of a copy.) Similarly multi-purpose schemes 
are now on the way. The Damodar Valley 
Scheme and the Hirakud Dam in India will, 
with the Bhakra-Nangal bring 6,000,000 acres 
of new land into cultivation and increase 
electrical power generation by double the 
capacity of the Battersea power station, 


CONSTRUCTION 


In West Africa the Volta River project 
which involves the construction of a dam to 
hold back the river for more than 200 miles 
providing electricity for industry and for 
many of the Gold Coast towns, was a 
£150,000,000° project of the Labour Govern- 
ment, 


The book reviews the work of the Colonial 
Development Corporation and of the orga- 
nisation of the United Nations and pays 
deserved tribute to the immensely important 
and thrilling work which the World Health 
Organisation, the Food and Agriculture Orga- 
nisation and UN ‘Technical Assistance have 
been doing on wholly inadequate funds. 
Great work is being done—land reclamation, 
piscicullure, velerminary research, baitle with 
disease, irrigation, thrilling battles are being 
fought by men equipped with intelligence and 
enthusiasm, bul constantly hampered by short- 
age of funds. 


When a history of this century is written 
and the [historian comes to explain that in 
1914-18 ten million lives were thrown away 
and no-one hag since been able to discover 
what at was all about he may want to set 
something against this record of folky. If he 
does he will record that one day in St. Mary’s 
Hospital, Paddington, a charming, cultured, 
unassuming gentleman, now Sir Alexander 
Fleming, noticed that on a_ bacteriological 
plate germs had become non-active in the 
presence of a fungoid growth. tle will record, 
with, | hope, an enthusiasm normally un- 
becoming 1o the historian, the intelligence 
and ingenuity that was then displayed. The 


Thailand to end Optum Trade 


Vhe Thai Government has decided to stop all 
opium trade in the country, in accordance with 
a United Nations reconimendation. 


The trade brought a considerable income to 
the national budget annually. All opium poppy 
cultivation is to be investigated and smuggling 
of the drug into Thailand is to be stopped. It 
is considered that the trafic will be ended 
within three years. 

The Thai Government is also tu seek ways of 


stamping oul the cullivation of ganja (mart- 
huana or Indian hemp). 
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CHILOREN BEGGING 
low the other half lives 


result was penicillin and the saving of ag mt 
lives as ihe war had cost, Yet money 1 
stinted for research, Yaws is a dreadful 0# i 
tional disease alfecting in some areas Me 
KO per cent. of the population. Mr. 


yt 


Sth 


| 
* Sovenstune 
SM. Giles =i 


quotes Ritchie Calder who led the Bi Vorrin 
Against Disease” mission of 1951.“ Nolte 

is more eloquent of ‘white man’s mae t Pea 
Victims come hobbling to the improw Wray ie att 


clinics in the villages and are given an! 
tion of penicillin. A week tater they i“ 
literally hopping and skipping, pain gone ® 
sore healing to receive their second a 
sr This campaign costs less than a # 
per head for penicillin,” af teat mea 

Mr. Wilson boldly suggests what Britain © 
do. Her annual contribution he says « \ 
World Development Authority would b¢ Hed! 


Naty Jur Pe 
Headers wit} 


the order of £350-£400 million pound’ fit yi the a 
gives sound and thoughtful reasons, eco? if "agit 
as well as moral, Here is Labour's new vo iM therdar 
sect out with courage and with thorougl! " Policy 
Let us set to and support it. “f 
Cay 
GENEROSITY i nd am 


‘he " . FA “vining 
Fhe “ blucb" describes Harold Wilson %, | Ming 
“An Oxford economics don at 21, he haf isp ay Dame s 
wide Government experience both ve tN yh, Gear 
administrator and a Cabinet Minister. ae fos 
to Parliament at the age of 29 he went st | 
to the Gavernment Front Bench... | 


ri 

“In other words,” as my old friend be i} 
Bunter would say, “ one of nature’s stinke Loma sea 

The reverse is the case. My ald WE [Xun 
would be wrong. uf i Ris 

Harold Wilson is one of the most ui ad | RENO 
ing and kindly of men, generous of his Ma 5 UNI 
his great ability and his incredible men ie UPPOR 
He held up this important work to deh This pte 
himself to voluntary and unadvertisee the Pp 
for the poor of the world. it ‘ 

His name by the tipsters has long beet eh PP 
chided as a © long-term safety bet” and Pie Ne Sh : 
able starter in the race of future Prime ty *ppa 


winning post, 


; : . ont 

With this book his name is firmly ins na 

on a nobler list with that of Abou 
Adhem. 
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Fe mpre 
H ASU week we started cutting the cro ! 
#4 Headley in Surrey—27 acres in all & P Pig ReViad 
ley, oats and wheat--which has meaut “ce Method) 
mile trip every morning before we st 7 ; 


: : ints g Pewee 
and the cows to be milked beforehand ih ‘hy’ Couneit, 
r 


, ¢} 

We carted up the rickety old binde! ight weg 
tractor and trailer (causing minor traf a) Erid 
in Forest Row and East Grinstead), ant off hk, ‘ 
been cutting away from as early in the DON, | 


ing as the dew cleared, until dusk. 


Weather has been the greatest snag wind ind ‘ite 
held us up an several days, We have ‘ail ile, DON, 
that defiance was our best haope, and @P8 git [> Part 
of barley was cut between showers. Th® NCitusys 


der behaved very well on the whole 1 wa ayn 
. 


d v ee Pe. De 
of being held together at various sire at ES,¢ Compan 
points by pieces of wire, and having fot it *. Ch any) 
sometimes when it was really too wel “gor belt 


The crops at Headley were good but 


| 

Sa 
tunately the oats, about which I waa an Htc 
creet enough to boast last time, suec¥ gill WS IWinahoe. 
to the gales at last, and toppled ove oe ‘a Hrin 
hy 


! 
they wereivt so bad as the oats 31 wee 


and with the aid of corn Tifting fin pF &OFtnoR: 
front of the knives the binder did @ 
ful job on them. 


the rush isn't over, This week at 7 pay ee 
Farm we hope to thresh off the fields Aigo Pate Sybit 
the job finished and done with. 74pm 2 14 
Kidwards (the comedian) and his brothe’ (yd t 
who farm next door to us, have very Tdi als 
lent us their thresher and it is now iS we Ne 
up there ready fo start. We have aby ‘ 
labour “laid on” in the form of ™ 
camp workers, 
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All we need now is fine weather. ie 
Hichuot He 
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Letters 
Gandhi, UNESCO, and the Press 


YOUR Correspondent is puzzled by the 

UNESCce of the Evening Standard on 

Rocce for publishing the account of the 

fe ines at Delhi in January dealing with 

I pndhian outlook and technique in rela- 
9 world (tension. 

ere is 


no mystery about this. ‘The 
tia has steadily attacked UNESCO. Ut 
ieenthy attacked the Arts Council, and, quite 
4a ne the expenditure on Lancaster House 
Hace OVernment reception centre and show 


Th 


ube Standard does not believe in spending 
W doubt. on cultural objects: the money, 
ttmamer could more profitably be spent on 
he 9 Ms and developing that glorious heri- 
ted Empire which is the Beaverbrookian 


Is 


A. W. MONTAGUE. 
NRosemoun Roiud, 


ip. 
Foundational” Pacifism 


Nils agreeing with Esme Wynne-Fyson that Peace 
hd Shinild not neglect the fund.anentals of pacilist 
© those Rot the showtcomings of tanaucal min as erent 
Of materialistic- socialistic man? 
of mbtion that men can be wholly men only af they 
¢ animal side of themselves as postubiing the 
Such a negative approach to Ufe is the perni- 
Sof men whose sense of sin has overcome 
Ase, aNd Whose mastery of thought consists in 
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the sume, The whole man 
tial 2 fo Whom equally fuod, thought and sex aie 
UY the wit he breathes. 
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had cost. Yet money | 
ch. Yaws is a dreadful ® 
ecting in some areas UP 


Ste SAM WABSHL 
fenstune Court, | 


2 } 4 ae 
the population, Mr. W . Giles-in-the-Waod, 
Calder who led the ‘ulringiun, Devon, 


“a 


nussion of 1951. 


tot sour Peace Fellowship 

Y We draw your allendon to the receotly- formed 
our Peace Pellowslup, in the hope that same of 
aders will desire 10 join. 


hbership of the Fellowship is confined to members of 
hing CWT and Co-operative Parties and alliated trade 
Pug) and is open both to those who aay tefuse indi- 
~vioatlcipation in wat and also to ioxe wha work for 
M means of promoting world peace. 

Pea formity with the traditional Labour Patty approach 
ray ol fis rejectian of militarism, and In pervice to 
Min) Socialism, the Fellowship seeks to extend inter 
ang oPeration, by working for multilateral disarmi- 
the the abolition of conscription in’ all countries ; 
Consequential diversion of arms expenditure to 
Uo plains for assisting under-developed areas ; tor 
Needom und economic development ; and for a 
y Policy that does not rely on miliary alliances and 
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BOOKS 


Basic Text 


The Theological Basis of Christian Pacitism, 
by Charles FP. Raven. bellowship Publica- 
trons. 

MO the Christian pacifist, his renunela- 

tion of war is organically related to 
his theology, 


it is not an appendage which is tacked on 
afterwards, nor can it be discarded without 
damaging the whole, Rather ct inheres in the 
vital insights to which his faith commits him : 
itis the expression, ino one field of human 
relationships, of a spirit) whose writ is 
universal. 

Such is the reason why Dr. Raven’s "the 
Theological Basis of Christian Pacifism *’ (the 
book contains the Robert: Paine lectures for 
1950) is more than its title suggests: it is 
alinost a short primer on the essentials of a 
Christian theology. 

The case for Christian pacifism, sa Dr. 
Raven maintauis, is the case for the Christian 
Gospel, so that to mike effective apologia for 
the former, we must penetrate to the heart of 
the Jatter. Here he sees as distinctive of the 
Christian faith the person of Christ: “the 
historic event of the life and death of Jesus, 
the belief in the uniqueness and the validity 
of that event, and consequently the conviction 
that a new final and authentic means for the 
overcoming of evil has been revealed to us.” 

Thus the crux of the theological problem, 
as the Christian pacifist sees it, hes in the 
question whether the establishment of justice 
must precede the reign of love (as Dr. Temple 
suggested), or whether a redemptive love, as 
Christ manifested it on the Cross, liberates 
the power of God to beget justice by con- 
verting the evil will to goodness. 

If the former view be accepted, it would 
seem to lead to the atomic bamb and even 
further into the abyss; and to the thesis of 
the “lesser of two evils” or what Niebuhr 
called “taking sin seriously.” 

If the second be accepted, it must involve 
a renunciation af violence not only in’ the 
field of war, but in social sanctions and 
economic pressures. 


Flight from reason 


Nothing could be more pungent or to the 
point than Dr. Raven's diagnosis of the plight 
of contemporary theology—its flight trom 
reason, its tendency to insist on the total 
corruption of man, its seperation of God 
from the world, of law from grace. 

lt is good for Christian pacifists to be re- 
minded, by such an authority as Dr. Raven, 
that their interpretation af the Faith is uo 
eccentric oddity, no unbalanced escapism : but 
that it is one with the practice of the early 
Church, and in line with God's revelation of 
Himself in Christ. 

Not the least value of this short work, we 
repeat, is to be found in its placing pacilism 
not on the circumference but in the centre of 
the Christian Faith, so that the same spirit that 
renounces war must find its expressinn in the 
whole fabric of community life. Here the 
author is particularly helpful and suggestive, 
for behind what he writes there tics his own 
vital experience, and it is this which gives life 


Monday, September 7 


Saturday, Seplember 19 


to) the whole. ‘Thus the natyre of the 
argument in these lectures will not only fortily 
and eneourage the Christian pacifist: am may 
also help the non-Christian pacifist to inter: 
pret the significance of lis own insights > and 
tenind the Christian non-pacitist that he, with 
lus pacifist brethren, aust “werk out. the 
sipmifiesnce of the method of Chitsts victory 
over evil and disclose the severet of that 
thumphant tile which gave the carly martyrs 
their power to prevail.” 

Biewlly, how relreshing if is fo meet a 
theologiin who  reluses ta apologise for 
“liberalism,” and wall not abandon fis heltef 
in the future of mankind because be believes 
mi the Fatherhood of One God. 


EDWARD CARPENTER. 


novel 


VWHEN reflecting on "Cry, the Beloved 
YY Country F felt that the success of Alan 
Paton’s famous Hist novel could net be re- 
peated, ft seemed ta ome that here was a 
niin who, having experienced much and felt 
deeply about all human problems created by 
the clash between the peoples of South Alrica, 
his naive country, had poured into that book 
mich of the accumulation of sympathy with 
the oppressed ind understanding of the ditli- 
culties involved. 


Having now read his second novel ° Too 
Lute the Phalarope” Lain impressed py the 
deep sincerity and understanding, but con- 
firmed in the conclusion — reached alter cead- 
ing the earlier one. Nevertheless many of the 
quahties of that book appear here and the 
synipathy with human fiaahies is uo less real. 

The central character, Pieter, a young white 
man of Dutch descent, is a police officer in a 
small South African township. He is respected 
and loved by all who know him, except by a 
sergeant in the same station, with whom, 
when in one of his bhek moads, he loses his 
temper for having been lax in his duty. This 
mais hate finally brings Pieler to ruin, and 
with iim all his family. 


Yhe stary is told by the boy’s aunt who 
loves him. She reahses that all is not well 
with Picter and senses that he is not always 
the man of courage and Integrity that he 
appears to be. She knows that all is not well 
between his wile and himself anc when she 
linaly guesses the tvuth she is powerless to 
avert (ragedy. 

tts the story of a man struggling against 
Kus other self, which he regards with loathing 
but cannot control. 


In this book the relation between the black 
and the white population is dealt with) only 
indirectly, though the gulf existing between 
the (Wo mices is an essential part af the story. 
A very clear picture is drawn of the contrast 
between the “location” inhabited by the 
coloured people and the quiet air of comfort 
and plenty in the white man's dwelling. We 
are nevertheless led to realise how inter- 
dependent are the Iwo races and that the fun- 
damental problems of the two peoples are the 
same, 


This is a work of great sensitivity and a 


delight to read. 
DORA DAWTRY. 
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PEACE NEWS AND INDIA 


BNE of life's delightful experiences is seeing 
7” 4 gond venture come to fruition. — Like 
India's mediation in the Korean war. 


rf 
Q 


When the Indian proposals for coping with the 
prisoner-of-war abstacle to a Korean truce 
were first mooted, few people took them 
seriously. But apparently Chou Enlai was 
not amonyst those people. 


was good to read that the British spokesman 
at UN recently paid tribute to India’s part 
in bringing about the truce. It is good ta 
know, too, that other sations are apprecistive 
of india's good offices amid the suspicious and 
hostile international climate. 


One of the few newspapers that has consistently 
supported India’s stand on this and similay 
matters, is Peace News, 


It 


It is a sorry reflection upon the muazaling power 
of the rest of the Press that a country the 
size of India with an enormous population, 
a vital position and a significant tradition can 
be as ignored as it js. 


With an occasional exception we hear little in 
he Western Press of the new constructive 
developments in Asia, That continent ix pic- 
tured as a dark and backward place now 
denied the benefits of Western enfightenment 
and left, with more thin a teuch of 
ex-imperialist spite, to stew in its own juice. 


What the juice is like and how the stewing is 


going is a job for papers that still believe in 
integrity to report. 


That's just another answer you can give your- 
self when next you ask why you should da 
anything to help increase the circulation of 
Peace News. 20,000 is still the target, 

T. W, 


Circulation last week: 


10,900. 


Winifred Greenfield’s loss 


Readers of Peace News wall have much 
sympathy tor Winifred Cireentichl in the loss 
of hee hutshand. Mr. Greenfiekt, who was at 
one time Headmaster af Poole Cirammar 
School. was not a pacifist, but his sympathy 
and understanding were great sapport to Wii 
fred Cireenticld, who hag been an ouistaad- 
ingly active worker for Pacifism and tor Peace 
News in Bournemouth, 
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The riddle of the rockets 


On the eve of his departure for Australia to visit the new Woomera rocket 


range Mr. Duncan Sandys, the Minister of Supply, made a sensational announcement | 


that Britain has now a wonderful guided rocket that could bring down the bomber. 


’ 


“ Britain,’ 


declared the Sunday Express, “has found the answer to the jet 


atom bomber. No piloted plane can oulmanoeuvre it or escape once the rocket has 


been set in its course.” 


Can we then breathe freely beleving no 
Russian jet bombers can drop the half dozen 
or so atom bombs on Britain which Sir Win- 
ston Churchill has warned us would have 
fearful consequences it the atom war began? 

Ig then the big fast jet bomber already 
obsolete? 


On Saturday evening the same day as Mr. 
Sandys released his staternent on the rocket, 
we stw oon. television our new super jet 
bomber aud were told about its tremendous 


OFF TO 
GERMANY 


Kunrys Hughes, 
MP, is off this 
weckh (10 Ger- 
miny where he 
will observe the 
forthcoming 
elections in’ the 
Western Zone. 


specd and bow this was now the most won- 
derful bomber in the world. 


But if rockets can now seek out) and 
destroy the fastest atom bomber, well, what 
use iy this new bomber of ours which costs 
£400,000 7 
If our rockets are going to destroy Russian 

bombers could not Russian rockets destroy 
ours? Is there any reason for believing that 
Russian scientists are very far behind us, or 
indeed are behind us at all, in this depariment 
of research?) And even if they are, have not 
the Russians succeeded in getting hold of atom 
bomb secrets and claim that they also have 
the secret of the Hydrogen Bomb? 


ATOM ROCKETS NEXT? 


How long then will it be before they, too, 
claim that they have rockets which can not 
only destroy bombers but carry atom bombs 
to any aggressor country that attacks the 
USSR? 


For it must be remembered that towards the 
end of the last war the Germans were able 
to sedd rocket bombs to London, and it has 
beer ‘stated that since then many of these 
specialisis, sclentiats and technicians have been 
employed by the Russiang, 

Sndaking in the Defence Debate on July 
29, "Mr. Arthur-dlendymen, the-former- Sctre- 
ipry of State for Air, said that “we are 
rapidly, passing fram.the Acropline-ora to the 


rocket vra.’ 
He went on to say: 


“¥( was reported in The ‘Times on July 
17) that) mass production methods bad 


The season's true message of peace and 
goodwill is emphasised in 
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enabled the Russians to produce 24,000 
supersonic missiles of an iinproved V.2 
German pattern each year. Ho was ulso stated 
that with an improved technique a single 
launching ramp fired missiles at the rate 
of 800 an hour and farther that great efforts 
were being made by Russian engineers to 
perfect and produce in quantity a 97-stage 
rocket, which would have a range of 2,500 
miles,” 


THE UNANSWERED QUESTION 


That is not quite so fantastic as if may seem 
10 some people, for even at the end of World 
War II the V.2 was being fired with a range 
of anything up to 400 miles. It is not beyond 
the bounds of possibility that, as a result of 
research and development during the past 
eight years the Russians, and indeed it may 
be the Americans too, have been able to pro- 
duce a rocket of the V.2 character with a 
range of up to 2,500 miles. 


In New York in 1948 1 had a talk with 
some atomic scientists who were quite con- 
fident that atom-tipped rockets could travel 
1,500 miles. | remember mentioning this in 
an Air Estimates debate and being followed 
by Group Commander Ward, now Parlia- 
mentary Secretary for Air, who agreed that 
the question now was how to stop the rocket. 

{ have heard Air Commodore Harvey also 
ask this question and [ have not heard the 
answer yet. 


BRITAIN—“THE BULL’S EYE” 


Do the new rockets fight the other fellow's 
rockets In the stratosphere or what? 


Then what about the targets? Britain 
with its huge industrinl concentrations Is 2 
much easier target than the USSR. Sir Win- 
sion in one of the Debates in’ which he 
warned us about our perils in the event of 
atom war described us as “ the bull's eye.” 


Have we any reason then to be elated at 
Mr. Duncan Sandys rhapsody about the new 
rockets ? 


Is this the way to get security ? 

Or does it not mean that we are going to 
be in greater danger in the rocket age than 
we were in the acroplane age? 


With the arrival of the atom bomb and 
the hydrogen bomb and the super bomber 
and the super rocket, is there not something 
to he said for the view that, if we are out for 
security, rearmament must give way to dis- 
atmament? ¢ 


Engaging ? 


Perhaps the most engaging portraits are 
those by Stuart Saunders and Victor Maddern 
of two NCO's who, as all good soldiers should, 
put loyalty above reason. 


Stephen Williams in a review of “ Car- 
rington, VC" (Westminster Theatre), 
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to war is the power to strike back. 


N the play “RUR” that 1 mentioned 

last week, the ultiniate disaster which 
i befell the world was the total destruction 
of human life by millions of man-made 
Robots who did not know how to pro- 
duce themselves. After 20 years they 
wore out, and since they felt no pain, 
their life was often shortened through 
accidents due to completely reckless 
behaviour. 


ft would almost seem as though the human 
race were becoming more and more like these 
ghastly, mindless machines, totally unable to 
recognise the danger to themselves of the 
ourse they insist upow following. 

Phe mournful repetition which issues prac- 
tically every day from the Press, and from 
the lips of esteemed and renowned statesmen, 


of this lunatic nonsense about the ability to 
strike back being a deterrent to war, is, per- 
haps, one of the most hideous of the many 
dangers with which human beings have chosen 
fo surround themselves. 

The majority of them pathetically repeat, 
like clever parrots, that peace can be preserved 
by preparing for war, and this in spite of 
the fact that all so-called “ great” powers 
have advocaicd this creed, and yet have not 
succeeded in preventing wars. 

“ Greatness ” in this context means nothing 
more nor less than military strength ; it does 
not mean pure morals, fine ideals, nor a basic 
understanding of human rights and needs; it 
means today the ability, and the willingness, 
to destroy hundreds of thousands of quite 
helpless and perfectly innocent human beings 
in the glorious name of peace and freedom. 


The deliberate bombardment of a Red 
Cross hospital-ship in war, used to be con- 
demned as the lowest form of barbarism, and 
as such, was invariably credited only to 
“Huns” and savages. Not so, today. The 
age of the soulless Robot is here, and 
modern wars are waged as much, and indeed 
more, against those who cannot strike back, 
including invalids and children, as against 
soldiers on the battlefield or sailors on the 
seas, 

And the ability to do this to the utmost 
extent gives to a nation so equipped, the right 
to call itself “ great.” At least Karel Capek’s 
Robots, having no sense of right or wrong, 
*knew not what they did,” but unless human 
beings wish to emulate conscienceless mach- 
ines, and set that ambition above all others, 
their present conception of “ greatness ” must 
be denounced and discarded. 


if they are to break away frog 
their drugged acceptance of war propaganda 
wrapped up as the gospel of peace, aa almost 
worse than that, their Robot-like aptitude for 
undertaking the production of weapons they 
neither want nor need, then immense energy, 
and real courage will be necded. 

To rouse someone sunk in a blissful coma 
induced by an hypnotic sedative, requires con- 
fidence and moral strength of a high order, 
which no Robot could be expected to possess, 
That there are still people in the world able 
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WORLD WITHOUT END 


By Patricia Hutchins 


[PEW documentary films will have 

reached so large a public upon their 
first showing as “ World Without End” 
by Paul Rotha and Basil Wright. 


On Monday evening not only the more 
specialised audience of intellectuals and film 
followers at the Edinburgh Festival but 
several millions of television viewers saw its 
sixty minutes story of the work of UNESCO 
groups in Mexico and Siam. 


The first prt of the commentary, written 
by Rex Werner, summarises its direct and 
workmantike approach as a whole: 


Zoam oa oman myself, and 1 think that 
everything which has to do with human 
beings has something to do with me, 

We are looking at human beings and we 
are secing something of two countries 
where they live. In the West, Mexico. In 
the East, Thailand, or Siam, as many people 
still call it. Different languages, different 
religions, different animals, trees anid 
flowers. 

Yet in both places people get their living 
from the earth and from the water; in 
both places people feel pain and hunger, 
und people enjoy health and the good things 
of life. They have enemies and they have 
friends. They have children and they want 
their children to be happy. 


Students from different) countries, the film 
shows, come to understand and often to learn 
from those who live simply. Emphasis is 
placed on the need {o preserve the best of 
regional cultures, and theres is none of that 
“we know best” attitude which has tended 
fo run through many other productions, 

Nor is it easy to select visual material 
which will not be a serics of clichés and to 
show the people of Mexico or Siam aa indi- 
viduals instead of types. Children in particu- 
lur care well handled and there is one fine 
section of the teak foresta and the uge of 
elephants which should have been allowed 
io stand on its awn without being dramatised 


by overwhelming music, Noise has become 
an obsession with the contemporary film- 
maker, 

The building of a well, the instailation of 
a pump orf the cure or prevention of disease 
are shown through a particular instance and 
the commentary occasionally has an ironical 
twist: “ Very small children don't mind soap, 
and it’s useful if they’ve got scabies.” 

At the same time, under all the optimism, 
there runs a sense of the desperate smallness 
of the effort possible in face of so great a 
problem. “Ignorance is not bliss, and 
wherever the opportunity is offered people are 
glad to escape from ignorance , ... People 
want knowledge, and once they have begun 
to acquire it they extend it amongst them- 
sclves.” ‘The film thus arises from a need to 
convey the facts to other people, in a personal 
and convincing way, as the commentator puts 
it again: 

fama man. I speak for myself and for 
many million others who have killed and 
have been killed on the land, on the sea, 
in the air. 

1 know that today there are three paths 
in front of Iumanity. 

The first is war, which may nican the 
total destruction of civilivation, 

The second is a continual preparation for 
war, which means, for nearly all of us, less 
feod, fewer schools, fewer hospitals, less 
ease of mind, less chance of enjoying life. 

And there is a third path, towards a just 
and stable peace, a recagnised state of law 
and order. 

Zamuman, 1 know that no use of force 
can be justified except to promote or pro- 
tect the general peace—not in the interests 
of any one nation or uny one group of 

owers, but in the name of the needs, the 

hopes and the conscience of mankind. 


We must, of course, make our own reserva- 
tians about the use of force but the film 
will padoubtedly make its contribution to a 
better understanding of the needs of the 
world. 


SYBIL MORRISON) “ts 


THE DELUSION OF 
THE ROBOT 


fven if guided missiles were able to provide almost complete security 1 
ten or twenty years time it would be folly to rely on purely defensive measures 
for the protection of a country so vulnerable as Britain. The ultimate deterrent 
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and willing to attempt it, is a bright T 
of hope in a world darkened by feat ane 
menacing shadow of another world Wah) | 


In Hyde Park Jast Sunday a member 
audience asked what facilities the 
Pledge Union had for getting their arsul 
and their beliefs known to the publi | 
he said, “unless you can get millions 10% 


with you you might just as well save f 
breath.” Before 1 could answer, a sympa 
in the crowd held up a copy of Peace MF 


to the tune of delighted laughter and app 
tive applause. 

Because we are far short of a millioa 
porters and the circulation of Peace 
is still only 11,000 is not a good reason, F, 
fact it is no reason at all, for saving bieky a¢ 
On the contrary, there was never a time * 
the voice of humanity and reasonablen# f 
much needed to be heard. 


We shall not all became deluded Rim Gerrr 
so long as Peace News has any circulatl™, Our c 
all, and when it is doubled those © 
“millions” will have come — several 4 in wl 
nearer. To achieve this should be pula been 

e 
German Elections 
(® From page one 
opposition. It seems ready to go into ge 
iership with either the left or the right 
at a price, which is commonly estima 
a pledge of at least three ministries “iP “ger pe 
new Government, ‘Vhey may become 4% a4 iety 
portant fact if the election results show othe u! 
the Christian Democrats and the Social VY ait Easi 
crats are returned in more or less equal t ae 
bers without either of them being able Te, a 
a@ government without help from one of ‘chem 
of the other parties. _ the 
Picture 


So far as the Communist Party is com gat, 
there is general expectation that thell | <All thi 
vote will fall below the 8 per cent. ree! ‘y this m 
in 1949 and possibly below 5 per Colt 


the total vote. In that case, by the new] port 
the Communists will not be able to cial? NG on 
single seat in the new Bundestag. f 
There is an important controversy } Ydin: 
‘ J 1 why? dia 
the Federation of Vrade Unions and tne eo 


sent Government. Although the consill 
provides that the Federation should Mg? 
associated with any political party, its 1% 
scem to be trying to secure the votes ® | Y 
members for the Social Democrats. 
Dr. Naumann who was named as Got 
successor and was recently arrested PY ayy 
British authoritics, has, been contidem 
election himself and also hoped to sect? yp % wh 
ther seats forthe German Rejch Patty; 
the recent decisioninf the Lander of © 
Khine-Westphatia and Lower Saxony hm" 
qualified Dr. Naumann, -and) an atteml 
also being made to autlaw-the party. 


POINTS AT ISSUE 


The election will turn on two main 

the future foreign policy of German? 4 
the problem of the future economic and : 
policy within Germany. In regard to thé ayes 
mer, Dr, Adenauer is asking for an eM, 
ment of the policy enshrined in the 
Agreement, which would integrate " 
Germany into the Western system of @ 
and involve the rearmament of Ger" 
That policy sees the reunification of Get 
in terms of the absorption of Raster 
many by Western Germany and the 4! 
of a reunited Germany with the Wester 
tical and economic structure. On the “aaa 
hand, the Social Democratic Party many Very 
that the first step towards the rounificatiey 
Germany and the conclusion of a WaT 
treaty must be the holding of free ele? Oe 
throughout Germany. It has sae 


cons 
opposed the Bonn Agreement and is 10! 
pared to commit itself and Western Ger 
to a policy which would bind a united | 
many in advance to any particular fol 
association, It looks to a new undersia"y 
between a united Germany and the 
Powers, which a four-power conferencé ¢ 
negotiations would initiate. The electOMcg@ 

therefore make their choice betwecN “igh 

policies and that of the All-German Peels 

Party standing for a united neutral Cleth™ BS 


DOMESTIC POLICY 


In regard to domestic policy, Dr. Ader?iy 
seeks to establish private enterprise ad a 
basic principle of domestic aftairs, sph 
largely supported by the industrialist® ce 
makes a great point of the “miracle Oly gtk 
many’s cconomic recovery.” The 
Democrats, on the other hand, acct! 
Adenauer Government of pursuing 4 
of unfair taxation which has henelilé 
rich at the expense of the paor, and 
that hehind the facade of German pre? 
lics a dark picture of unemployment i ay, 
wages, Jack of housing and a dearth og} 
amenitics due to class discrimination, * 
lack of any policy expressive of 4 
social justice. 

‘Thus the German people are being 
decide between private — enterprise 
greaier measure of socialism at home; 
hetween a complete integration of 
Germany into the European Defenc? a 
munity in terms of the Bonn AgreeB ay. 
the reunification of Ciermany based a yt 
new agreement to be negotiated Wi? 


Four Powers, aN 
nmin anerere— a 
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